Grantham, Nant_:x

From: Ericksen, Doug

Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2017 11:07 AM

To: Grantham, Nancy

Subject: standard reply to inquires about media pause

Lets send this reply on my behalf to media questions on media pause:

This is the first presidential transition of the social media era. According to EPA’s Website, the Agency has nine blogs,
three discussion forums, 34 Facebook pages, 37 Twitter accounts, more than 50 widgets ~ such as Act on Climate and
Count down to Earth Day, YouTube channel, Pinterest, instagram, Flickr, Storify, Medium, ond the Web site. The digital
media strategist left last year, and, remember, just a year ago, the GAO ruled the agency violated federal law and
engaged in “covert propaganda” using social media. Until we get a new digital media strategist, it’s more effective to
have it media and messages coordinated through the Beachhead Team. There is nothing unreasonable nor unusual
about that.



Grantham, Nansx

From: Ericksen, Doug

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 3:17 PM

To: Grantham, Nancy

Subject: RE: POLITICO: EPA memo calls for communications lockdown
Nancy,

Your response looks good to me. Please use as necessary.

Doug Ericksen

From: Grantham, Nancy

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 3:02 PM

To: Mccabe, Catherine <McCabe.Catherine@epa.gov>; Ericksen, Doug <ericksen.doug@epa.gov>
Cc: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: POLITICO: EPA memo calls for communications lockdown

Below, highlighted, Politico, is the story that is prompting all of the inquiries. The memo that is being
discussed, is one sent by the comms person in oarm, rather than an agency-wide email.

We should discuss the proposed statement below.

Suggested response:

The EPA fully intends to continue to provide information to the public. A fresh look at public affairs
and communications processes is common practice for any new Administration, and a short pause in
activities allows for this assessment.

Thanks ng

Nancy Grantham

Office of Public Affairs

US Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-6879 (desk)

202-253-7056 (mobile)

From: Valentine, Julia
Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2017 11:15 AM

To: Grantham, Nancy <Grantham.Nancy@epa.gov>; Hull, George <Hull.George@epa.gov>

Subject: Fwd: POLITICO: EPA memo calls for communications lockdown
This article claims that Joanne Amorosi sent the email following the mtg w CDs yesterday.
Julia P. Valentine

Office of Media Relations
202.564.2663



Hull, George

TTEETLIET = =
From: Hull, George
Sent: Friday, January 27, 2017 4:17 PM
Ta: Sowell, Sarah
Ce: Nancy Grantham (grantham.nancy@epa.gov)
Subject: Final Mass Mailer
Attachments: Acting Administrator mass mailer #2 RE transition_.Jan 27 2017.docx
Sarah,

Here is the final to send out as soon as possible today. - George



1/27/17 FINAL
Mass Mailer from Acting Administrator Catherine McCabe

As you know, the Agency has been involved in a high leve! of activity this week with the
transition to the new Administration. As | mentioned in my video communication [link] to you,
senior EPA career officials, including myself, have been educating the President’s new
transition team about many aspects of the Agency's programs and operations. This is standard
practice for a transition, as are many of the government-wide and agency-level actions the new
Administration has taken this week. Most of the major decisions have involved a pause in
certain activities to give the new Administration time to review them, including the following:

e a hiring freeze for much of the federal govemment, including EPA:

® @ pause on external communications and engagements to provide the transition team
with an opportunity to familiarize themselves with our operations and upcoming events
and announcements.;
a hold on new (not yet effective) and pending (not yet published) regulations: and
a review of EPA grants and contracts information with the incoming transition team. As
of today, we have completed review of our grant programs, and all grants are
proceeding normally and nothing has been delayed. This includes environmental
program grants and state revolving loan fund grants to the states and tribes.

The review of contracts is nearly complete, with very few contracts still under review. We
are moving forward with contracts supporting agency infrastructure (e.g., facilities, IT,
systems), implementation of our core programs and science.

| realize that you may be feeling anxious about the uncertainty of these changes and that many
of you have questions. While issues are still evolving and information is still being clarified, we
will continue to share information with you through normal channels. | will also continue to
provide you with updates in the coming days, and recommend that you continue to visit EPA's
intranet transition site for updated information.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to EPA as we move forward through this
transition.



Hulli Geomo

From: MassMailer

Sent: - Friday, January 27, 2017 4:47 PM

To: MassMailer

Subject: Message from the Acting Administrator

@ MESSAGE ERI
\"’EPA ACTING ADMINI

This email message is being sent to EPA empic

As you know, the Agency has been involved in a high level of activity this week with the transition to the new
Administration. As | mentioned in my video communication to you, senior EPA career officials, including myself, have
been educating the President's new transition team about many aspects of the Agency's programs and operations. This is
standard practice for a transition, as are many of the government-wide and agency-level actions the new Administration
has taken this week. Most of the major decisions have involved a pause in certain activities to give the new Administration
time to review them, including the following:
a hiring freeze for much of the federal government, including EPA;
¢ apause on external communications and engagements to provide the transition team an opportunity to familiarize
themselves with our operations and upcoming events and announcements:
a hold on new (not yet effective) and pending (not yet published) regulations; and
e areview of EPA grants and contracts information with the incoming transition team. As of today, we have
completed review of our grant programs. All grants are proceeding normally, and nothing has been
delayed. This includes environmental Program grants and state revolving loan fund grants to the states and
tribes.

The review of contracts is nearly complete, with very few contracts still under review, We are moving forward with
contracts supporting agency infrastructure (e.g., facilities, IT, systems), implementation of our core programs, and
science.

| realize that you may be feeling anxious about the uncertainty of these changes and that many of you have questions.
While issues are still evolving and information is still being clarified, we will continue to share information with you through
normal channels. | will also continue to provide you with updates in the coming days, and recommend that you continue to
visit EPA's intranet transition site for updated information.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to EPA as we move forward through this transition.
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From: Patrick, Kimberly

To: Jones, Rodney-Darvl; Oliver, John; Scott, Raoul; Stewart, Keith: Stultz, Lisa; Callaghan, Francis; Clark, Jim;
Denno, Donald; Giacobbe, Karen: Hageman, James: Heise, Claudea; Kramer, Alexander; Massie, William;
Stanlev, Cora; Tharp, Scott; Truong, Carolvn

Cc: Legare, Pamela: Vizian, Donna: Showman, John

Subject: Temporary Suspension of Contract and Grant Awards

Date: Friday, January 20, 2017 3:17:05 PM

Good Afternoon OAM Division Directors and Regional Acquisition Managers,

Donna Vizian has informed me that the new EPA administration has asked that all contract
and grant awards be temporarily suspended, effective immediately. Until we receive further
clarification, which we hope to have soon, please construe this to include task orders and
work assignments. | will keep you informed as new direction is received.

-Kimberly Y. Patrick, Director
EPA Office of Acquisition Management



From: Vizian, Donna

To: DRA; ARA
Cc: Mccabe, Catherine; Flvnn, Mike: Minoli, Kevin; Showman, John; Polk, Denise; Patrick, Kimberly
Subject: Suspending grant and contract actions.

Date: Friday, January 20, 2017 2:24:03 PM

Hi Everyone. The new team has asked us to temporarily suspend grant and contract awards. We hope to have
clarification on this over the weekend but in the interim please hold awards. If there is anything critical please call

me at 646-369-0059.

Thanks



